
HON 301: 
Soundscapes
Professor Joshua Almond! ! Office:  CFAC 101
Department of Art and Art History! Phone: 407.646.2500
! ! ! ! ! Email:  jalmond@rollins.edu
!
Professor Dan Crozier! ! Office:  Keene 239 
Department of Music! ! ! Phone: 407.975-6468
! ! ! ! ! Email:  jdcrozier@rollins.edu

Professor Thomas Moore! ! Office:  Sutton 114
Department of Physics! ! ! Phone: 407.646-2349
! ! ! ! ! Email:  jtmoore@rollins.edu

Course Description

This two-semester course is an introduction to the methods of 
research and scholarship used in the arts and sciences. Students will 
investigate the history, science, use and manufacture of musical 
instruments and then apply this knowledge by designing, building and 
testing an original musical instrument. Students will be expected to 
come up with innovative, unique, well-crafted musical instrument 
design solutions. Through a variety of different assignments, students 
will explore techniques common to instrument makers including 
traditional woodworking and metal fabrication, as well as non-
traditional materials and unique ways in which to join them. Students 
will also compose music for the instruments and perform these 
compositions at a public concert at the end of the second semester.  
Demonstrations, seminar discussions, and slide lectures will be used 
to supplement the research/studio work, further expanding students’ 
knowledge of instrument design, construction, and musical 
composition.    

Required Textbooks

• Cole, S.W. Melodia: a Comprehensive Course in Sight-singing. HardPress: Lenox, 
2012.  ISBN: 978-1290224116

• Hopkin, Bart. Musical Instrument Design: Practical Information for Instrument Making. 
See Sharp Press: Tucson, AZ 1996.  ISBN: 978-1-884-365089 

• Music Manuscript Paper (available at the Rollins bookstore)

Additional References (Optional)

• Jackson, Day and Jennings.  The Complete Manual of Woodworking. 
Alfred Knopf Publishing: New York, NY 1995. ISBN: 039456488X 
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• Bird, Lonnie. The Complete Illustrated Guide to Woodworking. Taunton Press: 
New York, NY 2001.  ISBN: 1561586021

• Jackson, Albert and David Day. Good Wood Joints. Betterway Books: Cincinatti, 
OH 1995.  ISBN: 1558704086

• Joyce, Ernest. Encyclopedia of Furniture Making. Sterling Publishing Co.: New 
York, NY 1987.  ISBN: 0806964413

 
• Lewton-Brain, Charles; Tim McCreight and Jeff McCreight.  Foldforming. 

Brynmorgen Press, Inc.: Portland, ME 2008.  ISBN: 978-1-929565-26-9

• McCreight, Tim.  Complete Metalsmith: Professional Edition.  Brynmorgen Press, 
Inc.: Portland, ME 2004.  ISBN: 1-929565-05

• Megan Corwin, Nancy; Tim McCreight and Doug Yaple.  Chasing and Repousse.  
Brynmorgen Press, Inc.: Brunswick, ME 2009.  ISBN: 978-1-929565-32-0

Evaluation: 

A significant amount of reading, research and study 
will be required. Every attempt will be made to provide 
supplies that are unduly expensive.  The final grade 
will be assigned based on four components:

• Weekly assignments and progress- 30%
• Midterm Assignment- 30%
• Final Assignment- 30%
• Professorial Assessment of Effort- 10%

NOTE: Every course component will be evaluated by 
all three professors in consultation with one another.  

Believing that our high expectations reflect our respect for you and for your capacity to 
work at a level of excellence, we will follow the grading standards outlined in the college 
catalog:

• Grade A is reserved for work that is exceptional in quality and shows keen 
insight, understanding, and initiative.

• Grade B is given for work that is consistently superior,shows interest, effort, or 
originality.

• Grade C is a respectable grade.  It reflects consistent daily preparation and 
satisfactory completion of all work required.

• Grade D- is the lowest passing grade.  It is below the average necessary to meet 
graduation requirements and is not accepted for transfer by other institutions.

• Grade F is failing.

Assignments:

Work that is handed in late will be given a reduced grade which is up to the discretion of the professors. 
Work which is over one week late will not accepted.
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Attendance:

Participation in this class will be intellectually difficult and time consuming. It is extremely 
important to be punctual and to attend every class. If you miss more than two class 
meetings-- for whatever reason-- your final grade will be dropped incrementally and in a 
nonlinear manner (i.e., the more classes you miss the larger the incremental reduction in 
your grade). Necessary absence due to medical or family emergencies can be discussed 
with the faculty on a case by case basis.

Sculpture Studio Conduct:

This is a small space and there will be many students working in the space at the same 
time.  Students are encouraged to be respectful and patient with one another and to 
foster an atmosphere of mutual support.  You will also need to take 10-15 minutes at the 
end of each class to put away your materials, store your projects, clean the floor and 
table(s) around your workstation, and return tools to their proper location.  No one is 
exempt from this responsibility, so please plan accordingly. 

Sculpture Studio Dress Code:

We will be working with a wide variety of materials 
and equipment.  Many of the processes we will be 
using are inherently dangerous and carry with them a 
certain amount of personal risk.  In order to minimize 
the danger to you and your fellow students, you will 
be expected to dress appropriately whenever you are 
working in the sculpture studio – regardless of the 
media you are working with.  Appropriate attire is 
defined as long pants (preferably denim), t-shirts with 
a modest neckline (cotton blend), and closed-toed 
shoes. Whenever you are working in the studio, you 
MUST wear close-toed shoes (sneakers or leather 
work shoes).  

Absolutely NO sandals, flip-flops, Tom’s, loafers, flats, slippers, canvas or 
other open-toed or soft-sided shoes. 

You should wear natural fiber clothing whenever possible (no polyester/rayon blends as 
they are highly flammable).  In addition, every time you work with any machinery, you are 
expected to wear all proper safety equipment, (including safety glasses, face shield, ear 
and hearing protection, and a dust mask), and follow all applicable safety procedures.

 

Communication:

You are required to maintain a Rollins email account and check it daily for 
communications about this course. We will send reminders about our class activities and 
any changes for class meeting locations or due dates via email throughout the semester. 
You may contact us through email to schedule out of class meetings.  
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Academic Dishonesty:

In an academic institution, few offenses against the 
community are as serious as academic dishonesty.  
Any form of academic dishonesty that is in violation 
of the Rollins College Academic Honor Code will not 
be tolerated.  Such behavior is a direct attack upon 
the concept of learning and inquiry and casts doubt 
upon all measure of achievement.  Membership in 
the student body of Rollins College, therefore, 
carries with it an obligation, and requires a 
commitment, to act with honor in all things.  The 
following pledge is a binding commitment by the 
students of Rollins College: 

The development of the virtues of Honor and Integrity are integral to a Rollins College 
education and to membership in the Rollins College community. Therefore, I, a student of 
Rollins College, pledge to show my commitment to these virtues by abstaining from any 
lying, cheating, or plagiarism in my academic endeavors and by behaving responsibly, 
respectfully and honorably in my social life and in my relationships with others.  

This pledge is reinforced every time a student submits work for academic credit as his/
her own.  Students shall add to all papers, quizzes, tests, lab reports, etc., the following 
handwritten abbreviated pledge followed by their signature:

“On my honor, I have not given, nor received, nor witnessed any unauthorized assistance 
on this work.”

Material submitted electronically should contain the pledge; submission implies signing 
the pledge.  The College’s policies on academic dishonesty are thoroughly outlined 
online at: http://www.rollins.edu/academichonorcode/  

Be aware: The Academic Honor Code also encompasses all shop and studio policies.

Disability: 

Rollins College is committed to equal access and does not discriminate unlawfully 
against persons with disabilities in its policies, procedures, 
programs or employment processes.  The College 
recognizes its obligations under the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 to 
provide an environment that does not discriminate against 
persons with disabilities.

If you are a person with a disability on this campus and 
anticipate needing any type of academic accommodations 
in order to participate in your classes, please make timely 
arrangements by disclosing this disability in writing to the 
Disability Services Office at (box 2613) - Thomas P. 
Johnson Student Resource Center, 1000 Holt Ave., Winter 
Park, FL, 37289.  Appointments can be scheduled by 
calling 407-646-2354 or email: gridgeway@rollins.edu
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Emergency Preparedness (Hurricanes):

The safety of the students, faculty, and staff at Rollins College is our highest priority. 
Rollins monitors weather conditions and has an extensive emergency plan to address 
weather emergencies and any other crises that may affect the campus. No matter what 
the emergency, our Emergency Operations Team meets regularly and stands ready to 
work in cooperation with the City of Winter Park, Orange County, and other government 
agencies to coordinate emergency procedures should the need arise. 

Classes, functions, and events will proceed as scheduled unless you are notified 
otherwise. Before, during and after any emergency, we will issue notifications of campus 
status and other pertinent information as needed through a variety of communication 
mechanisms, including the Rollins Web site, the Rollins information hotline, broadcast e-
mail messages, broadcast voice mail messages, door-to-door contact and fliers posted in 
key locations.

Unless electronic communication is unavailable following a storm or emergency, the 
Rollins Web site will be the official source for information. Status updates will be posted 
on the Web and recorded on the Rollins information hotline. Students may receive 
recorded updates by calling the Rollins information hotline, which is the main campus 
number, at (407) 646-2000. Should telephone and electronic communication be 
interrupted, information fliers will be posted on bulletin boards around campus, in the 
residence halls, and at entrances to key buildings.  Students are encouraged to talk to 
their family members about ways of getting in touch with one another should normal 
communication be disrupted. Students are reminded that the Rollins campus will likely be 
a safe place to be during an emergency should immediate travel not be a viable option.
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Course Calendar*
*Schedule subject to change

Week 1! ! 8/22! Syllabus and Shop Policies; Musical notation; Instrument families
! ! ! Introduction to principles and elements of design

Week 2!! 8/29! Shop Safety Exam; Musical notation & theory; ! !
! ! ! Introduction to musical acoustics; Shop techniques: wood

Week 3!! 9/5! Presentation of preliminary designs 
! ! ! Musical notation & theory; Musical acoustics

! ! !
Week 4!! 9/12! Wood project due; Musical notation & theory; Musical acoustics
! ! ! Shop techniques: metal; Midterm assigned
! ! !

Week 5!! 9/19! Midterm progress report; Principles of musical composition
! !
!
Week 6!! 9/26! Metal project due; Introduction to notation software

Week 7!! 10/3! Midterm due

Week 8!! 10/10! Presentations of midterm assignments

Week 9!! 10/17! Designs approved for production

Week 10! 10/24! Musical composition; Building & testing of instrument

Week 11! 10/31! Musical composition; Building & testing of instrument

Week 12 ! 11/7! Musical composition; Building & testing of instrument

! ! !
Week 13! 11/14! Musical composition; Building & testing of instrument

! ! !
Week 14 ! 11/28! Prototype of instrument due

Week 15! 12/6! Analysis and assessment due
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